
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is announcing the creation of a pilot program to use finfish
trotlines to target blue and flathead catfish. This activity was previously allowed under Natural Resources
Article, Section 4-701.2, Annotated Code of Maryland, which had created the Invasive Catfish Finfish Trotline
License. That law expired in June 2022 and the license is no longer available.

This pilot program is specifically for individuals who currently hold a commercial tidal fish license such as a
Finfish Hook and Line License (HLI) or a Limited Crab Harvester License (LCC) (under Natural Resources
Article, Section 4-701) that does not allow them to harvest blue and flathead catfish with finfish trotlines. The
pilot program will permit these individuals to harvest blue and flathead catfish with finfish trotlines under the
gear rules stated in COMAR  08.02.25.06. Individuals with commercial tidal fish licenses as noted above who
previously had the Invasive Catfish Finfish Trotline License can continue the activity by applying for and
receiving the new Blue and Flathead Catfish Finfish Trotline Pilot Program Permit.

To learn more and apply for this pilot program, please click this link for the Blue and Flathead Catfish Finfish
Trotline Pilot Program application.
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=4-701&enactments=true
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=4-701&enactments=true
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/comarhtml/08/08.02.25.06.htm
https://forms.gle/8AropHyz8771AmF79

